In this tall we {found a group of
halt a dozen workers sitting around
a canteen tabie-—a board on trestles
—getting a well earned rest durlng
a lull in activities

Here we found clothing spilling
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over from the large cartons in
which they were delivered by the:
Bed Cross and from individual
donors. Men’'s clothing to be used |
when workers ganments got wet
Changing sox was an especially:
busy job around this centre, the wet:
socks being hupg on & line outside’
and from there coollected by a
iaundry. An ironic touch was a.
shipment of rubber boots which
arrived after the most of the dike
workers had moved on to another
areq,

This canteen had been In receipt
of donations of food, candy and
clothing rather than cash, as they
specialized in soups and coffee.
However, in case of a really bad
emergency involving the sudden’
housing of evacuees, pians had been
carefully laid whereby the evac-
uees would be placed In the nearby
Prince Edward Schoo! and fed three
full meals & day at the Prince
Edward Legion.

The supervisor on duty at the
time we made our call spoke en-
thusiastically of a very active depot
set up at Knowles Boys' Home in
North Kildonan, Unfortunately,
with flood waters cutting off that
school, we didn’t call there. ;

It was not s0 quiet at the Chal-
mers ave. clubhouse as there were:
more dike workers. herehmafter tc!
e termed dikers for the sake of-
brevity. There were more dikers
Ravineg mea's and rocreatinn =t

- just opened last March.

-ngn prominently displayed over the
.ranteen read “'Please be quiet, some

‘our voices down from the enthus-

:gradually mounting all evening.
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hot on plates teeming with potatoes
and gravy and a second vegetable.

From then on the movement
snowhalled until 2000 to 23,000
meals 3 day were served. The
cooking was done in the homes of
ocal women and brought in piping
hot. Two women saw 1o i that
bot bolled potatoes were renewed
every ha hour during the rush.

At first the workers covered the
distance betwesn their homes, the
canteen and the dikes on foot, but
1 was pot long until jocs] men
with cars volunteered their services
&3 transport drivers.

After a2 few desperate days of
prideful achievementi the Rad Cros
took over, emphasizing the mpply
angle of this depot., though hot
meals were still served. The work-
ers who had been serving dikers,
smidiers and sailory indiserimin-
ately, were not a little chagrined
to find that they were now limited
to dikers. Omne of the canteens
more or less defled this order and
went on serving all three alike,
and to date no one’s head had fallen. |
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Like the Prince Edward depot
Chalmers has dry socks and cloth-
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ing for the men. In fact, during
one night at the peak of the battle!
four men who had fallen in the!
river were completely reclothed. ;

Chalmers ave. clubhouse is lhej

‘newest of the Elmwood and East

Kildonan rcreation centres, navinz!
In fact, its’
chairs are not yet paid for and’
they look as though they’ll be worn
cut before that is accomplished, so
thoroughly have they been used. -

At the Kelvin st. clubhouse, our.
third pori of call, we were met by
the familiar C.V.B atm band A~
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people are sleeping upstairs,” toned
lastic pitch to which it had been’

That and the ever present sign
“Wash Your Hands” alinost sent
me in reverse Lo my childhood days
with all fts involved gulit com-
piexes. However, I was assured {1
wis a necessary order where dikers
were concerned, for the finod waters
had to be fought on both a sanitary

“and physical front i the fight was

to be won with as few casualties as
mosible.

The story here was the same

. the first day, sandwiches; and .
atter that hot meals. Sunday, the
14th, was the peak day here as
everywhere and 500 hot meals were
served Sunday poon, which seemed |
incredible as there were only two!
tables along each wall. The over-
4ow  was senl zlong 1o Gordon !
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