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Mark Dowson just wants 1o fin-
ish high school. :

He’s 20 and because of his past
habit of skipping classes, he’s still a
student at Miles Macdonell Colle-
giate. This year though, is different,
he says. There’s light at the end of
the tunael.

That’s hecause he's in the
schooi’s Challenge Temorrow pro-
grumn. He never gt into “the school
mode,” as he puts it, until he signed
on to,the Grade 12 program, of-
fered for the first ume this year at
Miles Mac.

“It's more onc-on-one and we
el o know everyone and the
teachers and what they want,” he
cxplains, “It's made it more fun.”

Forty Grade 12 students are in
Challenge Tomorrow, For half a
day the closely-kait group take aca-

demics from the two I'lcachcrs who
are most involvéd in the program,
Darlene Lindsay and Irenc Bilan.

Communication
skills

Afternoons are spent planning
for life beyond high school: explor-
ing careers through volunteer waork,
job shadowing and work place-
ments and learning what (raining is
necded, analyzing their own
strengths and potential; improving
communication skills and becom-
ing entreprencurs.

The students in the pregram run
the gamut — from those -at risk of
dropping out to honors students,
some of whom tutor their peers in
the program,

Milissa Sine was a good sludent
but school never really excited her
untit now. She’s looking forward 1o
developing her entreprencuriad
skills- through the program because
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someday she hopes to run her own
business. '

Michelle Crich meanwhile, 15
discovering skills she didn't know
she had. Her strong leadership abil-
ities surfaced when through the
program she was selected to partic-
ipate in a leadership conference
sponsored by the Manitoba Co-op-
erative Council.

She impressed the organizers so
much she’s heen invited back to be
aleader next vear.

Prepare today

for tomorrow

The program was designed inre-
sponse 1o what industry s teliing
schaols, says Bilan, “Were trving
to prepare them for the kind of
cconomiy that's out there,” she said,
adding graduages have 1o “market”
themselves i o whole new way.

The work experience will aiso
help students make hetter decisions
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“about post-secondary training -
before they invest thousands of

doitars and scveral years in that
training.
Bilan and Lindsay have the

daunting task of finding com-

panics n the community which
are willing to atlow their siu-
dents to job shadow or gel
work experience.

nges, ‘[\‘J'Iarn for life differ high school

Students have 1dentified 47
carecr areas they want to cx-
plore.

"We'll need the co-operation
of the community.” Lindsay
Says,

Employers willing 1o work
with the Challenge Tomorrow
students should call Miles Mac-
donell Collegiate,




