
Letellier
* *Salient Points

in Situation

Epic Flood Battle * * *
Hen. Stuart Canon flying from Ottawa to Winnipeg to make per-

sonal survey of flood situation.
• Premier Douglas Campbell denies charge by E. A. Htniford,

opposition leader, that provincial government not coping with flood.
-• Dairy produce consignments pile up in flood-stranded towns.
• Forecast of continuous rain adds greatly to flood peril.
• The flood forced a second Canadian National railways cancella-

tion .of service between Winnipeg and the border.

• Letellier—"Tobruk" of flood battle—ic only wholly dry town
along Red river between Winnipeg and Emerson as residents put up epic
battle behind 200-foot dike.

• Snowfall adds to discomfort of flood victims in some areas.
• The dikes around Morris hospital were breached by the flood

waters which rose three inches in the town overnight.
• Highway No. 75 was covered at St. Norbert by an overnight rise

of eight inches.
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Winnipeg. Overcast. Intermittent snow or rain.
beginning this afternoon, becoming continuous
tonight and intermittent again Friday afternoon.
Winds north at 20 mph Friday. Low tonight and

high tomorrow, 35 and 45.
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FORECAST: SNOW OR RAIN

CITY RUSHES LAST DITCH DEFENCES
Hit Hamlets
Call For Aid

Like desert warfare the Battle of the Manitoba flood
Thursday veered -first one way, then an&ther. The water
had the edge. On some fronts success was with the residents
•—on others the still aggressive inundation did as it pleased.

The waters again took the of-
fensive Thursday to outf lank
Morris and strike hard at the
tiny hamlets of McTavish, Os-
borne and Domain to the north-
west. -

Calls for help from these Cana-
dian Pacific line villages swamped
Morris' mayor Harry Shewman,
who did his best to answer them.

Morris remained the centre of
flood attraction.

A four th town on t h e same l ine ,
lying west ag\sin of McTavish, hart
already fel l , t h e touch of flood
waters. The latest, movement took

More are of t ' i r ia l figures, rrlra^ed
by t i ic provincial r l r n i n a c c bram::i un
levels of the Red river I readings
taken at S a . m . » :

\Valor Distance Over
Elevat ion 1J14S peak

>rand Forks S'.r,.9O Minder) "t.'J^ feet
Emerson (Sn.-JH l.-is feet
.etellior gauRe under \vater, no report
;t. .lean

C
E....
Letel
Et. .lean

Baptiste
Morris
Ste. Asathi
St. Norbert
Winnipeg

7S2.5
7TE).T
771..T
761.U
732.07

2 root
2.r> rect

1.6!! feet.
1.7 feet
1.1 teet

the main body of water further
north and slight I;/ east to the points
mid-way between the two Cana-
dian National rail lines.

A diminishing water supply
was augmented hy a Canadian
National tank car holding 7,000
gallons and 50 four-gallnti
cans sent by the army.

Relief work at lliis totally
flooded town went on as wale'1

in its streets reached a depth
of 90 inches.
A"t Morris dur ing the past 24

hours:
1. Army authorit ies sent 10,-

000 sandbags and 31 more soldiers
to help in the battle to keep the
hospital dry. Men and equipment
]eft trucks outside town and
travelled to the danger area by
•weasel and duck.

2. The R.C.M.P. took in two l i fe -
boats capable of carrying two tons
each, engined by 10 horse-power
motors. There are now four such
craft working in the town. A two-
man crew accompanied each. The
boats are the property of the pro-
vincial game and fisheries de-
partment.

3. Manitoba telephone system of-

See RIVER Page 12

Living Costs
Pushed Up .3
By Food, Fuel

OTTAWA, May 4 (CP) An

Fort Garry Dike Bursts Farm
Products
Held Up

25.5-Foot High
Threatens Here

As Greater Winnipeg citizens prepared for the climax
of their struggle against the rising Red river Thursday, city
engineers predicted the swelling stream might reach a
height of 25.5 -feet' above datum, highest since 1882, when
it reached 26 feet.

At the same time, flood experts revised their forecastShipments of milk, cream and

sogu tTern'31 Manitoba's "fY^o d-'.of when the crest of the flood is expectechto reach the city,
stranded towns Thursday as the
result of tr-.-jk and train service
break-downs.

Closer to Winnipeg, market
gardeners saw their chances of
valuable early crops disappearing

I as water crept higher in green-
' houses and threatened to destroy
seedlings. Most of the i r land lay
under the murky waters of '.he
Red river.

.Winnipeg would not be a f fec ted

advance in March prices for beef,
oggs, coffee and coal pushed the
cost-of- l iving index up three- tenths
of a point to 164.0, the bureau of
statistics reported Thursday. •

The f o o d s sub-index edged!
ahead from 204.0 to 204.5 points,
r e f l e c t i n g a general advance in
fod prices with ihe exception of
but te r which went down slightly.

Hijrher prices for anthracite
coal in Ontario and Quebec
sent . Ihe fuel and lighting-
sub-group up from 13S.3 to
138.0.
There was a slight increase, too,

in the home furnishings group
which advanced..from. 166.3 .to
166.4, caused by higher prices for
floor coverings.

An increase in automobile oper-
ating costs and drug prices ad-

Built by school boys, this dike in Fort Garry broke Wednesday afternoon. Ten minutes
later the homes in the background were inunda ted .

Sand And Sweat
Curbing Waters

BV GORDON SINCLAIR
Sand, sweat and soil is stemming

the ' surge- of the Red river in
Winnipeg.

In a three-day lour of the rr.ost

Cast that they only had time to

l i t t le furni ture they hadn't moved
previously.

"I guess they didr.'t have time......
. l a e u e areas we've seen thoti- or d idn ' t evpn think, of tu rn ing

vanced the miscellaneous column sands of sandbags and tojis of; out. the lighis."
from 132.1 to 132.3. I

Clothing was the only item
to show a drop, from 181.4 to
181.2.
Rents weer not surveyed and

the sub-index remained unchanged
at 132.7. |

The index is calculated on the
basis that 1935-39 prices equal 100.

Briloti Is Appointed.
Successor To Fuchs
[n Top Atomic Post

LONDON, May 4 CAP)—Britain
jThursday appointed a Briton to
succeed a'.om spy Dr. Klaus Fuchs
in its top atom research post.

Dr. Maurice H. L. Pryce, 37, was
named chief of the theoretical
physics division at Harwell , the '
ministry of supply's atom city. •
^ Fuchs was sentenced to 14 years
in prison March 1 for be t r ay ing ;

oil being b u i l t : up i n t o what! By one of the homes a truck
would appear to be an u n c h a l l e n g - j was trapped by the water. A p u m p

.
to any serious extent by the cut-
off of flood supplies from the
southern par! of Die province,
local d is t r ibutors said.

Fanners i n the s o u t h e r n
distr ict were expected to suf-
fer heiiv.v l-sses, however if

i train service was nut resum-
ed soon. N'o f s t i m a f i ; of i h u
j i K r i c u J I u r n l losses h r n u t h t
ahout hy the flood condi t ions
was ava ih ih lc Thursday. At
Ketellicr, however, 38 in i I U-
shippers stood to lose in n r e
than $500 for (hat: day's ship-
ments alone. Between J'-ln ami
150 cans of mi lk brought in-
to town by district farmers
were due to spoil.
Canadian Na t iona l ra i lways ser-

vice along the west side of the
Red river—through M . o r r i s , SI.
*ean Baptiste and L e t e l l i e r lo
Emerson — was discontinued Tues-
day night. That action cut, off
the last t ransportat ion l ink be-

See TIE-UP Page 12

secrets to Russia.
From 1341 to 1944 Dr. Pryce was

able barrier against the swell of 'a r .d wheelbarrow- lay abandoned i engaged on radar research for the

emperature readings during the 2-t hour
period ending at 6.30 a.m. Tluir.sday
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Torquay Tariff Talks
May Yield 3-Way Deal

BY XORMAX jr. MACLEOD
LONDON, May 4 (BUP>—Bri-

tish off icials foresaw a new
three-way tariff deal between
Canada, the United States and
Britain Thursday as the outcome
of an international trade confer-
ence in Torquay, England,
fall.

this

A senior o f f i c i a l in the .board

Garson Holds
Present Laws
Can Halt Reds

OTTAWA, May 4 (CP) — Hon.
Stuart Garson, justice minister, ar-
gued Wednesday in the commons
that Canada's laws are adequate
to cope with the internal menace
of Communism and said a Progres-
sive Conservative proposal to alter
them would provide those laws
with no new teeth.

He and M. J. Coldwell, C.C.F.
leader, combined to deprecate a
motion by George Drew, Progres-
sive Conservative leader, for intro-
duction of legislation to make
"Communist and similar activities"
an offence punishable under the
criminal code.

Mr. Coldwell shared Mr. Gar-
son's opinion that Canada's laws
now are adequate and said the
proposal, if enacted, would be "a
political error of the first mag-
nitude."

'Mr. Coldwell said Canada's laws
and institutions can deal with
•'overt acts" and argued that out-
lawing of Communists would en-
courage conspiracy, arouse unjusti-
fied sympathy, jeopardize political
discussion and development and
ehake faith in democratic institu-
tions.

of trade, Britain's counterpart of
Canada's trade and commerce de-
partment, said it was believed the
Torquay talks would prove the
most important tariff meeting in
.vorld economic history.

The official said Britain would
be prepared to barter traditional
empire preferences she now oper-
ates with Canada for cuts in
most-favpred-nations tar iffs of
the United States and Canada
combined. Such a move would
clear a path for earlier entry in-
to North America of British goods.

The source said Britain's
main idea at Torquay, would
lie to negotiate Xorth Ameri-
can markets for British goods.
The drive was aimed at
boosting Britain's dollar earn-
in KS and advancing- toward a
freer exchange of pounds and
dollars.
British officials warned that the

Torquay meeting in itself was un-
likely to solve the devaluation
problem in one stroke. But they
hoped it would materially short-
en the gap to be bridged.

Even if the talks do not go so
far as achieving currency con-
vertibility, board of trade officials
suggested they would provide an
answer to how much Canadian

flood waters.
But n normally friendly

river, turned merciless foe,
dives its opponents no respite.
Before hundreds of volunteers

f inish the back-breaking task of
carrying sandbags to plug the
river's assault in one spot the
relentless water threatens to ir.-
vade a new area.

From St. Norbert to West Ki!-
donan, all along.the course of the
Red, flood-fighters appear to he
holding their own against the
water.

Constant Watch
But 24 hours a day, residents of

Scotia street, Kingston row, Wild-
wood, and all the other flood areas
are keeping constant watch on
the crafty waters.

In districts where the work'has
outdistanced the river's rise, a
dusk-to-dawn.patrol only is main-
tained.

In other areas, diking continues
through the night and those who
have not evacuated- go to sleep
with the throb of pumps in their
ears.

Crescent Drive
For a picture of what happens

when the river defeats dike-
builders, take a look at Crescent
drive, Fort Garry.

There, for days, a group of
schoolboys kept a dir t , dike inches
above the river's backwash.

Wednesday afternoon the dam
broke.

Within Ifl minutes four
homes on low-lying
were swamped.

Thursday the houses were
deserted. In one liR-hts still
hurned.
A neighboring housewife e.x-

palir.ed: "The water came in so

at. the edge of Ihe miniature lake. Bri t ish r.avy and in 1944-45 on
The ba t t l e lost, they were soon

to be moved to another
where the f i gh t , unn l inuc . s .

front
atomic energy research wi th Can-
ada's National Research council at
Montrea l .

United College Starts
On $250,000 Buildin

United college is starting a
building programme on its pres-
ent Portage avenue site.

The first u n i t wi l l be a S250.00C
combined theological and general
library bui ld ing. Dr. W. C. Gra-
ham, pr incipal of the college, an-
nounced Thursday tiiat a contract
tor its construction has been let

(Diagram on page 12

More Layoffs
If Work Lags
Howe Declares

OTTAWA, May 4 (Special) —

to thn f irm of Wallace and Akins.
Work on the new building

wil l commence immediately
and is expected to he com-

k pleted hy Slay I.-195J. The
structure will- run parallel
wilh Balmoral street imme-
diately to the east of the pres-
ent main college hnildii iK*.
Last fall, the coilege considered

moving to Omand's park west on
Portage avenue when the city
asked ratepayers lo approve a
STOO.OOn bylaw for the purchase of
the college's property as the site
of a new city hall. The bylaw
was turned down, however, and
the college's board of directors do-
ciried io continue with its plans
for bu i ld ing on the present cam-
pus.

Erection of the new building
will allow ail the college's stu-
dents to take their classes on the
campus. Dr. Graham said. Due to
increased' enrolment and over-
crowding. the college was forced
to hold some classes in the Arnxy

hall on Young street
present .school year.

and Navy
unti l the

.Some students also received
j tuition in the basement of Elim
chapel.

The cost of the new . buildinj

CT
O

explained. "Valuable a r c h i v e s
have had to be left in the base-
ment ot Augustine United -church
ever since Manitoba college mpved
to the present site."

At present, the college's library
consists of 50,000 volumes. Space
wi l l be provided in the new build-
ing for 150,000 books.

"We're looking 50 years ahead
or more," Dr. Graham explained.

The theological faculty —
the third largest in Canada
—will have specially allocated
classroom and office space for
the first time, It w i l l he
housed nil the second floor of
Ihe new hnildini; and w i l l
have a separate rending- room
on the ground or library
floor. s

"We look upon the theological
course as the capstone of our
college," the principal explained.
"Our main emphasis is on th° |
church and on a liberal education."!

Chapel Planned
One feature of the new build-

ing wil l be a chapel on the ground
floor wi th an entrance on to Bal-
•rnoral street. The exterior will be
of sawn! Tyndall stone and part
of the interior will be finished in
smooth, light-colored brick.

Over the main entrance will tie
placed the Dr. John Mark King
memorial window. At present, the
window is in St. Paul's . college
which formerly was' occupied by
Manitoba college. Dr. King was.
a principal of Manitoba college.

T.he appeal for funds, started in

Daily Traffic
Pointer

Automatic cancellation of
his dr iv ing- licence, plus a.
m i n i m u m fine of ,?2n, fuces a.
motorist convicted of failing
to remain at, or immediately
return to, the, scene of an ac-
cident in which his vehicle is
either directly or indirectly
involved.

The highway t ra f f i c net
stales the driver must pivc all
reasonahle assistance at the
accident scene. He must ffivc,
in writing, to a person suffer-
ing loss or in jury , or to any
police 'officer or witness, his
name and address, the name
nnrt address of the registered
owner of the vehicle, the
number of his driving licence,
Inn registration number of
the/ motor vehicle, and any
other such informat ion re-
quested.

Snowfall
And Rain
Neiv Woes

The elements aimed another blow
at flood stricken southern Man-
itoba Thursday as a wide spread
band of cont inuous rain and snow
developed suddenly ever the nor-
thern Uni ted States.

In a gloomy forecast , the wea-
therman predicted Thursday that
t h e snow and rain was expected
lo spread f u r t h e r nor thward and
eastward, covering the southern
pra i r ie provinces and northern
Uni ted Stales. rapid .

Tor the Winnipeg; area, the i C l o u d y skies
, . over Ihe ci!y

ram and snow was to become Thursday brought:
intermit tent Thursday after- i h e added threat
noon, and become continuous °f rainfall , pre-
at night. No indication of a dicter! by tne

def in i te let-up appeared in
sight, oelore t-'riday evening,
the weatherman said,
Li t t le change in temperature

Latest prediction is that the
highest water may not come until
Saturday.

At 1 p.m. Thurs-
day the river
level was 24.5 feet
above d a t u m .
This is 1.1 feet
above the 1948
peak and six
inches above the
high reached in
the big flood of
1916 in Winnipeg.

City Engineer
W. D. Hurst, said
Thursday tha t of-
f i c i a l s w e r e
a f r a i d the water
might remain at
peak height for
about a week af-
ter the crest ar-
rives. I:i 1948 the
drop of the flood
crest was- more

FEET
25
24
23-
22
21 -
20
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was forecast, w i lh a low--of 35 at
Carman. Giml i and Winnipeg dur-
ing the n igh t , and a high o' 45 on
Friday.

As the forecast, dashed hopes of
j promised fa i r , weather . Ihe exten-
sive cloud area .spread from as far
west as Prince Alber t and s o u t h
lo Minneapolis, Thursday morn-
ing.

Visibility was cut to half a mile
in some areas, and Brandon was
blanketed snow during the
early morning. A police officer
said it was the worst weather he
had ever seen in the Brandon area
for this time of year.

17-

15-
14-
13-

I I -
10-

iDATUMlweather bureau
a s "continuous
snow or rain tonight with inter-
mi t t en t . showers' or' snov.'fall Fri-
day afternoon."

Ci ty engineering officials said a.
heavy r a i n f a l l could cause a "ser-
ious s i tuat ion" in the city, with
sewers already overloaded.

Flood waters
W e d n e s-
day n i g h t
broke through
a small dike
s u r r o u n d -
ing four houses
o n H o l l y
avenue a n d
Crescent drive in • suburban Fort
Garry.

Residents have evacuated their

See FLOOD Page 8
<- *- *•

Carson flying
To Flood Area
The'Manitoba government is giv-

ing "every assistance" to muni-
c ipa l i t i e s in combatting floods, but

Small Talk

_- .̂  _.-.»,...-., .——., - —, . ijit; LUOL ui Lilt; iic w . LJUIIUIH^J -.-.-— ~-c-i •

Rt. Hon. C. D. Howe, trade minister, | wju be covered by contributions April, '1947,' is -to be continued
told the house of commons Wed-jto the college's building fund al-
nesday that Trans-Canada Air | ready received from U n i t e d

See TRADE TALKS Page 8
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lines had laid off staff in recent
weeks and that "further layoffs
will take place when circumstances
just ify that action, as TCA, as with
any other efficient organization,
cannot retain personnel for which
it can foresee, no essential work."

At the same time he reiterated
the company's assurance that ' it
did not plan any transfer of opera-
tion away from Winnipeg, apart
from the move of personnel to
Montreal made last October.

Mr. Howe was replying to a
question asked by Alistair Ste\yart
(CCF, Winnipeg North), who want-
ed information concerning trans-
fers and layoffs, both current and
pending, of TCA personnel in Win-

churches throughout Manitoba,
the principal said.

To dale, the fund has reach-
ed S343.540. wilh 14,832 sub-
scribers. M o r e lhan 150
churches in the province ex-
ceeded their promised dona-
lions.
Future plans include the con-

struction of a gymnasium . and j United Auto Workers called off
student centre on the campus, ac- lheh. 100.day strike against Chrys-

U.S. Chrysler
Strike Ends
In New Pact

DETROIT, May 4 — The C.I.O.

cording to Dr. Graham. The sec-
ond unit will be attached to the

|south end of the new theological
and general library building.

Books In Attic
"Thousands of books are now

stored in the attic of the college
because there isn't an inch of
space left in either of our two
present libraries," the principal morning.

ler corporation T h u r s d a y and
agrfed to sign a new contract

(sending 144,000 idle back to their
'jobs. .

Chrysler and the United Auto-
mobile Workers announced agree-
ment on new contracts Thursday

will not seek federal financial aid
"until the present emergency is
over," Premier D. L. Campbell
said Thursday in an open letter

I .to E. A. Hansford, C.C.F. opposition
I leader in the provincial legislature.

•Mr. Hansford had written- the
premier demanding that the gov-
ernment seek federal aid and call
a special session of the legislature
to consider permanent anti-flood
measures.

Other developments:
1. Hon. Stuart Garson, min-

ister of justice • and former
Manitoba premier, boarded a
westbound plane at Ottawa lo
inspect the flood area.

2. Councillors of .Fort Garry
municipality unanimously ap-
proved a resolution asking: for
federal and provincial financial
assistance.

3. Rene Jutras, member of
parliament for Provenchcr,
forecast -lha.t Manitoba will
seek federal aid to flood vic-
tims.
In his letter to Mr. Hansford,

Premier Campbell noted he had
informed the legislature ';t its last
session that the government was
prepared to co-operate with "all

"Berle —Who's Berlc?"

See GARSON Page 9

Military Aid
Requests Go
Via Red Cross

Requests for armed forces aid
in the battle of the floods must
come, through the Red Cross Cen-
tral Emergency committee, Lt.
Col. R. B. Haley, armed forces
flood co-ordinator, said Thursday.

"The army is receiving numer-
ous requests from individuals and
organizations for assistance," he
said.

"The committee decides the
priority of armed forces tasks."

The efficient employment of
armed forces manpower available
could, only be accomplished by
this method, be said.


